
JUDGE JAMES MACGILL 

Rap Brown trial moves to his Ellicott City courtroom 


New Judge In Broivn Trial 

► 

Is Known As A Gentleman 

• ♦ . 


By LOUIS P. PEDDICORD 


The pressures, political and 
otherwise, from which Bel Air’s 
Judge Harry E. Dyer, Jr., was 
released yesterday when he 
transferred the trial of H. Rap 
Brown out of his jurisdiction, 
now are focused on a mann 
viewed as one . . . “Who could 
rardly be more qualified to get 
this trial going” 

That, at any rate, is the pre- 
vailing opinion of Judge James 
Macgill among lawyers and as- 
sociates in Ellicott City, the site 
now designated for the resump- 
tion of Mr. Brown’s trial on 
charges of arson and inciting to 
riot. 

“You can call him a judge’s 
judge if you’d like,’’ said 
Charles E. Hogg, a local lawyer. 
“He is a real gentleman behind 
the bench, fair and extremely 
well qualified.” 

A 1934 graduate of the Johns 
Hopkins University, the 57-year- 
old jurist was awarded his law 
degree by the University of 


Maryland Law School in 1939, 
and with the exception of sever- 
al years during World War II, 
has been active in Howard coun- 
ty as a lawyer or judge for all of 
his career. 

Off the bench, the judge is 
best known perhaps for his ac- 
complishments as a sculptor. Al- 
though he has not often exhibit- 
ed his works in the area, he can 
be seen at such affairs at as 
Ellicott City’s June Art Festival, 
lounging near some of his work. 

He was appointed associate 
judge of Maryland’s 5th Circuit 
Court, which covers Carroll, 
Anne Arundel and Howard coun- 
ties, in 1954, was elected to the 
same post in 1956 for a 15-year 
term, and under the court’s sen- 
iority system was named chief 
judge several year later. 

“A Judge’s Judge” 

As chief judge, he is described 
as “considerate almost to a 
fault,” and noted for his “will- 
ingness to let everybody have 
1 their say.” 
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